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Josephine Upchurch 
Definitive Map Officer 
Public Rights of Way 
County Hall 
Durham  
DH1 5UQ       BY EMAIL 
 
 
Dear Josephine 
 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 
Application for Definitive Map Modification Order 
Alleged Public Footpath: Ladley burn, Wolsingham (3/20/152)   
My Client: Wolsingham, County Durham, 
DL13  
 
Thank you for consulting ourselves and our Client in respect of the above matter. In terms of 
a response, we should like to offer the following comments, and request that account also be 
taken on the matters raised in our letter to you dated 14th May 2020, a further copy of which 
is attached. 
 
For the avoidance of any doubt my client objects to the application and denies the existence 
of any public rights over the claimed route. Any use that has taken place has been the subject 
of acknowledged permissions which have been published, in the public domain and available 
to anyone who cares to look for them. In particular these permissions have been 
acknowledged by local interest group the Wolsingham Wayfarers. 
 

My client wishes to make the following comments in response to the user evidence forms 
that have been submitted:  
 

Nr: Remarks: 

1 
These are family members of the previous landowners, who let them (family members) 
walk anywhere on their land. This was just the shortest route to visit Ladley Burn from 
their own house (Lawsomn Field) 

1 
4a: This permissive sign was installed by the Wolsingham Wayfarers with permission of 
the previous land owners. The signs were removed (presumably by the Wolsingham 
Wayfarers) after my Client bought the land.  

 



2 

This witness states that they had specific permission off the previous landowners i.e. 
that they were "allowed" to walk the route.   
5a: The old fence was replaced with standard 4 foot high stock fencing. It was a like for 
like replacement. 

2 9: They say this path was probably used for 100 years but there is no evidence of this. 

3 These are family members of the previous landowners. 

4 1d: They never used the path prior to 2008 whilst having grown up in Wolsingham 

5 No comment 

6 1d & 4a: This sign was placed by the Wolsingham Wayfarers with permission of the 
previous landowners. My client removed this misleading sign as soon as he discovered it 

7 Map is completely incorrect shows this person doesn't know the path.  

8 1b: It has never been a public right of way.  The fact that they don't know if the ladder 
stile is still there suggests they don't use the path at all.  

9 4a: This sign was placed by the Wolsingham Wayfarers with permission of the previous 
landowners. My client removed this misleading sign as soon as he discovered it 

10 No comment 

11 1d: They state that the previous owners “allowed” them to walk the path, thus 
suggesting permission  

12 No comment 

13 
These are the previous landowners who walked their own land. These same previous 
landowners did not declare that there was a path on the Property Enquiries section 
when we purchased the land.  

14 No comment 

15 There is no evidence on any map that this route was a PRoW. There has been a golf 
course a long time ago but this was a private course, not for the general public. 

16 This again is the previous landowner. The local parish council would never put up stiles 
or steps without the landowner’s permission.  

17 There is no map evidence. The attached map doesn't even show the correct area.  
18 No comment 

19 This is a previous tennant farmer of the land 

20 
This is a family member of the previous owners.  
They actually state in section 2 that it was permissive and that they knew this was the 
case. They cannot state that this path was a PRoW as it never has been so.  

21 This is the previous landowner.  

22 It has never been used by horses ever.  

23 One does not cross the path at all from Ladley to Wolsingham 
24 No comment 
25 No comment 
26 This is a previous tenant farmer 
27 No comment 



28 This is a duplicate of nr 2                
29 No comment 

30 

The Wolsingham Wayfares confirmed they always knew this was a permissive path 
when they thanked the previous landowners after the sale for giving their permission to 
use the path. This route was not on the Wolsingham Wayfarers map with the local 
walking routes.  

31 No comment 
   
 
Taking all matters into consideration, it is clear that quite a number of the witnesses, who 
allege use of the claimed route had a connection with the owners or occupiers of the land 
and therefore their use cannot be considered to be either “by the public” or indeed “as of 
right”. Furthermore, anyone with a connection to, or an interest in, the Wolsingham 
Wayfarers group would have clearly been made aware that use of the route was with the 
permission of the previous landowners/occupiers and as such their use is not of a nature 
which may be considered to be “as of right”.    
 
We trust that the above is of assistance in your deliberations. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

FIPROW 
Principal Consultant   

 
 
 
 







Permissive Footpath North of Leazes Farm, Wolsingham 

Permissive Path: 

Defini ve Footpaths: 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


